CHAPTER XXX

THE GREAT MOGHUL OFFENSIVE

THE CAPTURE OF RAYGAD AND THE FLIGHT OF

RAJARAM

A    J>   lliH'l TO   UiMli

UPON Sambhaji's death the emperor regarded the conquest
of the Deccan as all but completed. He discharged
numbers of his Hindu soldiers, who at one*1 flocked round
Rajaram'K standard. Nevertheless Aurangzib did not menu
to return to DeJhi until Ray gad had fallen. lie sent Itikad
Khan', a son of his prime minis!or Asad Khan, with heavy
guns and a large army to reduce it. A daring plan
occurred to the fertile mind of Snntaji Ghorpade. The
talents of Ramchanclra, the finance* minister, had enabled
him to equip an army of forty thousand men. This force
was under the immediate command of Dhanaji Jadav. It
was, however, loo small to achieve anything in open battle
against the innumerable battalions of the emperor, So
Santaji Ghorpade suggested that it should establish itself
at Phaltan and from that batu* draw to itself by a series
of false attacks the attention of the Mogliul generals.
Santaji himself with a body of horse would raid the
emperor's camp at Tulapur, and if possible kill Aurangzib
in the middle of his army. Dhnnaji Jadav approved the
plan and gave Santaji two thousand troopers with Vithoji
Chavan as his second in command. Vithoji Ohavan was
the son of one Ranoji Chavan, who had long served under
ShivajL He fell on field service at a place called Ghalmota,
leaving a baby son called Vithoji. But the Chavans were

** Manucci's Storia de Mogor, vol. II.
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